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EDITORIAL

Let us start by stating truthfully 
and unequivocally: The Church 
is blessed with many good bish-

ops. Such men have given their lives 
in service to the Church, as shepherds 
keeping watch over their flocks. Like 
the people they care for, they are try-
ing to do their best to hold the Church 
together amid its many challenges by 
teaching and protecting the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic faith. We are 
grateful for their witness, their service, 
and their love of Jesus Christ and the 
Church.

But it would be highly naive to pre-
tend that all of our episcopal leaders are 
cut from such righteous cloth. Indeed, 
the Church has struggled mightily in 
recent decades because of a failure of 
leadership and, in many cases, because 
of the impropriety of certain shepherds 
themselves. No one who has followed 
the scandalous stories of former car-
dinal Theodore McCarrick or Bishop 
Michael Bransfield could deny this. 

Another aspect of the sex abuse 
crisis are bishops who have mishandled 
reports of clergy abuse, who have con-
cealed the truth and who have left their 
flock vulnerable, all of which weakens 
their ability to proclaim the Faith. 
In his recent motu proprio, titled Vos 
Estis Lux Mundi, Pope Francis makes 
it clear that bishops can and should be 

held accountable for such misconduct. 
Pope Francis adds that bishops “above 
all” have the responsibility to help the 
Church move forward from the crisis, 
and this “demands from them a com-
mitment to follow closely the path of 
the Divine Master.” 
This means, before all 
else, a commitment to 
the truth — both fol-
lowing it and telling it, 
no matter the cost. 

Lumen Gentium, 
the Second Vatican 
Council’s dogmatic 
constitution on the Church, also makes 
clear the responsibilities of a bishop, 
saying, “it is the duty of all bishops to 
promote and to safeguard the unity of 
faith and the discipline common to the 
whole Church, to instruct the faithful 
to love for the whole mystical body of 
Christ ... and finally to promote every 
activity that is of interest to the whole 
Church, especially that the faith may 
take increase and the light of full truth 
appear to all men. And this also is 
important, that by governing well their 
own church as a portion of the univer-
sal Church, they themselves are effec-
tively contributing to the welfare of the 
whole Mystical Body ... ” (No. 23). 

That being established, we turn our 
attention to the Diocese of Buffalo, 

where Bishop Richard J. Malone, 73, is 
facing calls for his resignation not only 
from local media, but from some priests, 
two of his formerly closest collaborators 
and, most notably, the board of lay ad-
visers who were tasked with helping him 

find a way forward af-
ter a series of events in 
2018 revealed, among 
other things, that 
he had mishandled 
cases of abuse, left 
clergy in place despite 
knowledge of multiple 
accusations of abuse, 

and failed to disclose a complete list of 
diocesan clergy accused of abuse. 

This Movement to Restore Trust an-
nounced in April the implementation 
of several recommended reforms that, 
as one of the leaders commented at the 
time, led to “a very hopeful beginning.” 
That was then. In a Sept. 5 news release, 
the MRT called for Bishop Malone’s 
resignation, saying that his presence 
was impeding the movement’s mis-
sion for reform and restoration of trust 
within the diocese. 

“The sex abuse scandal in the dio-
cese dates back several decades, long 
before Bishop Malone arrived here. But 
it is also true that he has not handled 
current cases properly and as a result, 
there is a substantial risk of harm to 

the diocese and the good works that 
the Church does in this region,” they 
wrote. “In order for our Church to 
move forward, and for the good of the 
diocese, the time has come for new 
leadership.”

Bishop Malone, though, has opted 
not to resign. In November, he said, “I 
know that there may not be a high level 
of trust right now, but I do believe that 
working with others who continue to 
believe in me, we can steer through this 
storm into a calm sea.”

The storm, however, is ongoing. In 
a recent recording, Bishop Malone is 
heard saying that, as a result of yet an-
other scandal, “everyone in the office is 
convinced this could be the end for me 
as bishop. ... It could force me to resign 
if in fact they make a story.”

If the primary responsibilities of a 
bishop are to be Christlike, to teach 
and protect the Faith, to provide 
good local governance, all of which is 
predicated upon a commitment to the 
truth, then is it not unfair for the laity 
to ask: Given all that has occurred, is 
Bishop Malone able to fulfill the obliga-
tions of his office?

Bishops ‘above all’ have 
the responsibility to 

help the Church move 
forward from the clergy 

abuse crisis.

Buffalo, Church teaching and the role of a bishop
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An elementary student in Florida recently was excited about 

participating in his school’s “College Colors Day” despite 

not having a shirt that would represent his favorite school, the 

University of Tennessee. So he did what any creative student 

would do: He improvised and made his own “UT” design and 

pinned it proudly to a bright orange shirt.
According to his teacher, Laura Snyder, the student “was so 

excited” to show off his homemade shirt, but that excitement 

turned to tears when a group of students made fun of him in 

the lunchroom. Snyder posted about the boy’s experience on 

Facebook, asking the Tennessee community if anybody had a 

shirt they could donate to the student. She included a picture 

of his original design. Her Facebook post went viral among 

Vols fans, and the boy’s classroom was flooded with boxes of 

UT apparel. The university itself donated items and then made 

official T-shirts using the boy’s design — it was so popular that 

the school’s online shop crashed — and it is donating a portion 

of the sales to an anti-bullying campaign.
In a homily in January 2018, Pope Francis said about bul-

lying, “When we realize that we harbor within ourselves the 

desire to attack someone because they are weak, we have no 

doubt: It is the devil.”
The university and its fans deserve credit for rallying 

around the student and reminding us that we are faced every 

day with the choice to be kind — to be the face of Christ to 

others — or to be cruel. Choose kindness.

Kindness toward a bullied boy

Our Sunday Visitor Editorial Board: 
Gretchen R. Crowe, Scott P. Richert, 
Scott Warden, York Young
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SCRAP METAL: Collectors prepare to transport a shell of a car Sept. 5, 2019, after it was 

burned during xenophobic attacks in Johannesburg. Zambia’s bishops urged South African 

leaders to do more to stop the attacks. “We are facing a rising tide of hatred and intolerance, 

no different to the rising tide of hatred in Nazi Germany,” said Archbishop Buti Tlhagale of 

Johannesburg. CNS photo/Siphiwe Sibeko, Reuters
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SEPTEMB ER 22-28, 2019 THE CHURCH’S 
CALL TO MISSION

From the beginning, the Catholic Church has been on mission to spread the Gospel to all nations, but how has it changed over the centuries, and what does it look like today?

By Brian Fraga
Before there was a Church, there was a mission.“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you,” the Lord Jesus instructed the apostles just before his ascension (Mt 28:19-20). The early Christians took the Lord’s command seriously. The apostles spread the Gospel throughout Europe, the Middle East, Asia Minor and India, with most of them suffering martyrdom. St. Paul traveled all over the Greco-Roman world to preach Christ 

crucified until he, too, was beheaded in Rome.
Over the ensuing two millenia, Christian missionaries followed the apostles’ example, literally taking the Gospel to all nations and evangelizing everyone from Roman pagans to indigenous peoples in the Americas.
“The Church exists to evangelize. The Church exists to proclaim Jesus. If we’re not doing that, then we’re not a healthy Church,” said Matthew Spizale, the communications director for Family Missions Company, a private association of the faithful based in Louisiana.

St. Paul traveled all over the Greco-Roman world to preach Christ Louisiana.
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From the beginning, the Catholic Church has been on mission to spread the Gospel to all nations, but how has it changed over the centuries, and what does it look like today?

By Brian Fraga
Before there was a Church, there was a mission.“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you,” the Lord Jesus instructed the apostles just before his ascension (Mt 28:19-20). The early Christians took the Lord’s command seriously. The apostles spread the Gospel throughout Europe, the Middle East, Asia Minor and India, with most of them suffering martyrdom. St. Paul traveled all over the Greco-Roman world to preach Christ 
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Imagine that you’re on a trip 
abroad. You arrive at the 

airport and reach into your bag 
for your passport, knowing that 
you’ll need it to arrive home. 
It’s not there. You panic, look-
ing through every pocket of 
your bag. Finally, you remem-
ber that you put your passport 
in your coat, finding it just in 
time to board the airplane for 
home. 

When we lose something 
important, we begin to search 
for it with urgency. What 
parent has not experienced 
overwhelming urgency when 
they can’t find their child in a 
crowd? These losses shake us 
to the core.

The Scriptures describe a 
God who responds urgently 
in response to potential losses. 
God has entered a covenant 
with Israel, choosing them 
among all the nations. This 
God led Israel through the sea 
dry-shod, saving them from 
slavery at the hands of the 
Egyptians. 

And yet, Israel is lost. While 
Moses is receiving the Law 
from God, they have wor-
shipped a golden calf. They 
have turned away from the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac and 
of Jacob. 

God suggests to Moses that 
God can start again with just 
him. Get rid of this people, 
this stiff-necked nation. 

But Moses intervenes, 
reminding God that such 
losses are not acceptable. For 
the people who would be left 
behind are not just any nation, 
but the one chosen by God. 
How could God abandon his 
beloved? 

Moses recognizes some-
thing that Israel doesn’t yet. 
They are God’s beloved, cho-
sen from the beginning. God 
doesn’t want to lose, and will 
respond with urgency. Much of 
the Old Testament deals with 
this urgent response of a God 
who loves, even when it hurts.

Jesus’ three parables of the 
lost sheep, the lost coin and the 
lost son take up this Old Testa-
ment narrative, expanding it to 
all the nations. The Pharisees 
are grumbling. Jesus dines 
with sinners. He meets with 
tax collectors. 

Jesus responds with these 
well-known parables. What 
shepherd wouldn’t leave the 
99 to search for one? What 
person wouldn’t throw a party 
after finding a single coin in a 
home? What father wouldn’t 
empty himself, running to his 
son, sharing everything with a 
nonetheless bitter older son? 

Our answer should be a 
rousing, “None!” Shepherds 
don’t abandon a whole flock 
to find one sheep. People don’t 
spend money after finding 
a single coin in their dusty 
home. Fathers who are aban-
doned by their ingrate children 
shouldn’t show mercy.

God’s urgency is differ-
ent than our own. God is not 
enacting vendettas against 
ingrate men and women.

God searches. God seeks. 
God invites men and women 
back into the covenant, the 
new covenant of love unto the 
end. 

In 2015-16, Pope Francis 
called a Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
The entire Church was to 
reflect on divine mercy, God’s 
heartfelt movement of love 
toward humanity revealed in 
Jesus Christ.

This call to mercy was not 
the act of a progressive pope 
seeking to ignore the language 
of sin.

Rather, it was a reminder to 
the entire Church of the urgen-
cy of God. God pursues every 
man and every woman unto the 
end. God doesn’t give up. 

Nor should the Church.
Like Moses, we should in-

tervene for every person lost in 
the shadows of darkness and 
death. If we are to be Christ’s 
body, then our job is to seek 
with urgency.

The urgency of God.
 

Timothy P. O’Malley, Ph.D., is 
the director of education at the 
McGrath Institute for Church 
Life at the University of Notre 

Dame.
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Urgency of God
Just as God pursues us unto the end, so, too, 
should we intervene for those who are lost

SAINT OF THE WEEK

ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE
Feast day: Sept. 17

Born in Italy, 
Robert entered 
the Society of 
Jesus and was 
ordained in Lou-
vain, Belgium, in 
1570. He traveled 
to Rome, taught 
theology at the 
Collegium Roma-
num, and wrote 
a three-volume 
work defending Catholicism against the her-
esies of the day. Pope Clement VIII made 
him a cardinal in 1599, and he later became 
the archbishop of Capua. He remained 
a leading figure in Rome and a trusted 
theological adviser to the Holy See. He also 
helped mediate the Galileo controversy. In 
1931, Pope Pius XI proclaimed him a Doctor 
of the Church. 

PATRON OF: Catechists, catechumens

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Sept. 15 | 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1 Tm 
1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32

Sept. 16 | Memorial of Sts. Cornelius, pope, 
and Cyprian, bishop, martyr
1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9; Lk 7:1-10

Sept. 17 | Weekday
1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1-2, 2-3, 5, 6; Lk 7:11-17

Sept. 18 | Weekday
1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 7:31-35

Sept. 19 | Weekday
1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10; Lk 7:36-50

Sept. 20 | Memorial of Sts. Andrew Kim 
Tae-gŏn, priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, 
and companions, martyrs
1 Tm 6:2-12; Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20; Lk 
8:1-3

Sept. 21 | Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and 
evangelist
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13

This Week in Faith

their sins to him with regular-
ity, and downtrodden sinners 
changed their lives. Pope St. 
John Paul II simply called him 
the “saint of joy.” It is all but 
impossible to represent joy in 
a biography, and so every tes-
tament to Philip Neri is bound 
to come up short, because no 
matter how many words are 
said about him, nothing can 
substitute for his joyful pres-
ence.

Still, many worthy and even 
great biographies of this saint 
do exist. The best classic ac-
count is likely Antonio Gal-
lonio’s “The Life of St. Philip 
Neri.” The best modern book 
is Paul Türks’s “Philip Neri: 
The Fire of Joy.” And the best 
sermon about the saint is John 
Henry Newman’s The Mission 
of St. Philip Neri. But among 
all of these, the closest one gets 
to the real joy of the man who 
is hailed as “the second apostle 
of Rome” may not be from a 
book at all, but rather from the 
film “I Prefer Heaven.”

This film is long — 3 hours 
and 20 minutes — and in Ital-
ian with English subtitles, 
which would ordinarily be 
two strikes against enjoyment 
for most people. And yet — if 
I may appeal to a personal an-
ecdote  — my children stayed 

glued to the film as I watched 
it in our living room. After-
wards, one of them said, “I like 
that guy,” and another said, 
“He’s really funny.” Likabil-
ity and humor 
are indicators 
of the joy Neri 
possessed and 
exuded, which, 
in this case, 
reached through 
a screen to a 
5-year-old and 
an 11-year-
old. “I Prefer 
Heaven” gives 
viewers a sense 
of what every 
other biography 
attests: This man of joy had an 
unrepeatable personality.

What you see and feel in the 
film is that Neri took himself 
lightly and took heaven seri-
ously. Like the best humorists, 
he could see reality for what it 
is and point out the irony or 
outright absurdity of a given 
situation.

When others heaped praise 
on him, he made himself the 
center of a joke so as to look 
ridiculous. By doing so, he 
restored right perspective. 
But his mission was no laugh-
ing matter: He did nothing 
less than reform the Church, 

which was rotting from its 
foundation in his adopted 
home of Rome. 

There is more to say about, 
learn from and emulate in St. 

Philip Neri than 
a 3-hour film 
ever could cap-
ture. Neverthe-
less, “I Prefer 
Heaven” offers 
something that 
other biogra-
phies struggle 
to express: his 
likability and 
humor in living 
color.

The film may 
be either a fitting 

introduction to the life of the 
saint, or a joyful immersion 
into a new kind of represen-
tation of the saint’s personal-
ity — a representation that, 
though inherently limited, 
still produces a delightful af-
fect in the eye and heart of the 
viewer.

Leonard J. DeLorenzo, Ph.D., 
serves in the McGrath Institute 

for Church Life and teaches the-
ology at the University of Notre 
Dame. His book on the theol-

ogy of the communion of saints 
is “Work of Love” (University of 

Notre Dame Press, 2017).

OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 
BULK SUBSCRIPTION PRICES

Call OSV today to learn more: 
(800) 348-2440 ext. 3000 osv.com

# of Copies

3-Month 
Subscription

12 Issues
Cost per Copy

Cost 
per copy

2-4  $9.50 each 79¢

5-9 $9.00 each 75¢

10-19 $8.00 each 67¢

20-49 $7.25 each 60¢

50-99 $7.00 each 58¢

100-299 $6.50 each 54¢

constitution on the Church, also makes 

faith and the discipline common to the 

take increase and the light of full truth 

important, that by governing well their 
-

tively contributing to the welfare of the 

where Bishop Richard J. Malone, 73, is 
facing calls for his resignation not only 
from local media, but from some priests, 
two of his formerly closest collaborators 
and, most notably, the board of lay ad
visers who were tasked with helping him 

and failed to disclose a complete list of 
diocesan clergy accused of abuse. 

This Movement to Restore Trust an
nounced in April the implementation 
of several recommended reforms that, 
as one of the leaders commented at the 
time, led to “a very hopeful beginning.” 
That was then. In a Sept. 5 news release, 
the MRT called for Bishop Malone’s 
resignation, saying that his presence 
was impeding the movement’s mis
sion for reform and restoration of trust 
within the diocese. 

“The sex abuse scandal in the dio
cese dates back several decades, long 
before Bishop Malone arrived here. But 
it is also true that he has not handled 
current cases properly and as a result, 
there is a substantial risk of harm to 

Bishops ‘above all’ have 
the responsibility to 

help the Church move 
forward from the clergy 

abuse crisis.

Buffalo, Church teaching and the role of a bishop

NATIONAL

Kindness toward a bullied boy

OU R SU NDAY VISITOR   |   OUR TAKE

n elementary student in Florida recently was excited about 
Kindness toward a bullied boy

magine that you’re on a trip 
abroad. You arrive at the 

airport and reach into your bag 
for your passport, knowing that 
you’ll need it to arrive home. 
It’s not there. You panic, look
ing through every pocket of 
your bag. Finally, you remem
ber that you put your passport 
in your coat, finding it just in 
time to board the airplane for 
home. 

When we lose something 
important, we begin to search 
for it with urgency. What 
parent has not experienced 
overwhelming urgency when 

OPENING THE WORD  

Urgency of God
Just as God pursues us unto the end, so, too,
should we intervene for those who are lost

is hailed as “the second apostle 
of Rome” may not be from a 
book at all, but rather from the 
film “I Prefer Heaven.”

This film is long — 3 hours 
and 20 minutes — and in Ital-
ian with English subtitles, 
which would ordinarily be 

ously. Like the best humorists, 
he could see reality for what it 
is and point out the irony or 
outright absurdity of a given 
situation.

When others heaped praise 
on him, he made himself the 
center of a joke so as to look 
ridiculous. By doing so, he 

ity — a representation that, 
though inherently limited, 
still produces a delightful af-still produces a delightful af-still produces a delightful af
fect in the eye and heart of the 
viewer.

Leonard J. DeLorenzo, Ph.D., 
serves in the McGrath Institute 

for Church Life and teaches the-
ology at the University of Notre 

20-49

50-99

100-299
OUR SUNDAY VISITOR

FOR CATHOLICS WHO LOVE THEIR FAITH

W W W.OS VNEWS.COM

NOVEMBER 17-23,2019

VOLUME 108, NO. 30

SHUTTERSTOCK, CNS

OUR TAKES  |  CIVILITY IN POLITICS  |  POPE DECREES NEW FEAST DAY  |  MILLIONS GO TO U.S. MISSION WORK  

Christmas 
Gift Guide
Give your friends and 
loved ones gifts this year 
that will make them feel 
truly cherished.

 > IN FOCUS | PAGES 9-12

How to deal with anger and frustration
Greg Popcak writes that when the culture becomes too 

much to bear, focus on God.

 > ESSAY | PAGE 6

One day of bravery
World War II chaplain Father Ignatius 

Maternowski died while trying to save 

wounded soldiers.
 > FEATURE | PAGE 8

Should politicians be admitted to the

EUCHARIST?
Here are a few questions we  

may consider asking first.
 > EDITORIAL  |  PAGE 3

• Subscription term = 3 months/12 issues
• All subscriptions are automatically 

renewed every 3 months by charging 
your designated credit card

• Email notifi cation is sent prior to your 
card being charged

• You may cancel your subscription at 
any time


