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Tricky Temptations
SITUATIONS AND SOLUTIONS

Answers
Tricky Temptation #1: When we push aside worshipping God at Mass to
play basketball, then basketball becomes a strange god.The First
Commandment tells us we shall not worship strange gods. God wants to be
our one and only God.The Third Commandment tells us to keep holy the
Lord�s Day. Attending Mass is loving God properly.

Tricky Temptation #2: Going against the First Commandment, Charlie wor-
shipped being popular and being good at things. Charlie also messed up the
Fourth Commandment, which tells us to honor our parents. Charlie�s lying to
his mom is not honoring her.The Eighth Commandment is clear : Don�t lie.
The Fifth Commandment � not killing � includes not hurting others. Hurt
feelings can sometimes be as bad as bruises to your body.

Tricky Temptation # 3: Barbara�s strange gods are things, which is against the
First Commandment. Being jealous of other people�s �stuff � is also coveting,
which messes up the Tenth Commandment. Hurting her parents is certainly
not honoring them, so she messed up the Fourth Commandment, too.
Hurting her parents� and her sister�s feelings is also against the Fifth
Commandment.

Tricky Temptation #4: Tom and Jim stole Bob�s reputation! The rumor they
spread went against the Seventh Commandment: Don�t steal. It also went
against the Fifth Commandment by hurting another person on purpose and
perhaps �killing� Bob�s relationships with other kids who might wonder if the
rumor is true.Tom also hurt Jim�s relationship with God by asking him to lie.
Finally, of course, Jim and Tom both lied, which clearly messed up the Eighth
Commandment.

Tricky Temptation #5: Janie did not honor her parents by doing things they
didn�t approve of, so she messed up the Fourth Commandment. By not
dressing modestly � and �bragging� about it � Brenda did not treat herself
with respect and dignity, and this may have tempted others and herself
toward impurity, which is against the Sixth Commandment. Both Janie and
Chrissy should have objected to Brenda using profanity, an abuse against the
Second Commandment, which says not to use the name of God as a curse
word.
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Tricky Temptation #5

Janie’s parents have given her permission to IM (instant mes-
sage) a few friends they know well. It has been great IMing with
Chrissy, Janie’s best friend.

Chrissy’s cousin Brenda is visiting for a month over the sum-
mer. Brenda has joined in the IM conversations, but she uses a
lot of profanity and talks about chatting with some boys online.
She says they could all meet, and no one would have to know.
Brenda laughs and tells Janie and Chrissy that she has told the
boys how great she looks in short shorts and how she looks
much older than she is.

Janie is uncomfortable with the conversation, but she doesn’t want
the girls to think she is an immature kid, so she kind of joins in —
making sure her parents don’t see what they’re talking about.

What do you think?
1. Should Janie ignore her discomfort and just act cool and

agree with the messages?
2. Should Janie pretend that she is always busy and hope

she doesn’t run into Brenda?
3. What about Chrissy? Does she have any responsibility in

this?
4. Should Janie tell Chrissy that they never spoke that way

before, and that she is uncomfortable with such language
and with this kind of talk?

Which of the commandments did Janie definitely mess up? Did
Chrissy and Brenda mess up any commandments? (The
answers are on Page 12.)
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Tricky Temptation #1

Sue loves basketball. She is a good basketball player and
plays starting center. Sue loves being a team player.

Coach Jenkins demands that everyone be present for
every practice and every game, or else they can’t play.

The coach has scheduled a late Saturday practice every
other week for the entire season and a game every
fourth Sunday morning. Sue knows that this means she
will miss Mass a few times during the season.

What do you think?
1. How important is it to go to a Sunday Mass? Sue

can pray at home, right?
2. Can Sue talk to the coach about her need to par-

ticipate in Sunday Mass, or can she ask her par-
ents to help her to do this?

3. Can she just play the games and go to confession
after the season ends?

Which of the commandments will guide Sue in decid-
ing the right thing to do? (The answer is on Page 12.)
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Tricky Temptation #4

Tom is running for class president and really wants to win.
He knows he will get a lot of votes — but will he get
enough to win? Bob, the other candidate, is also popular.

Tom overhears some girls talking about Bob’s honesty and
how he works hard at everything he does.Tom begins to be
concerned about not winning.

Tom convinces his best friend, Jim, to start a small rumor
about how Bob shoplifts small things. At first, no one
believes the rumor, but it catches on, and pretty soon it
sounds like the truth.

Tom wins the election. He feels bad about how he has won,
but he convinces himself that it is OK because he will give
Bob important class jobs and people will forget about the
rumor.Tom reasons,” Anyway, I have better ideas 
for this class.”

What do you think?
1. Was it OK for Tom to start a rumor?
2. Did Jim make any mistakes? After all, he was helping a

friend.
3. Let’s say Tom does have better ideas. Is it OK to do

wrong things if they turn out for the best?

Which of the commandments did Tom definitely mess up?
What about Jim? (The answers are on Page 12.)
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Tricky Temptation #2

Charlie is really enjoying this school year. He is part of the
in-crowd, popular, hitting home runs at baseball games, and
getting good grades.

A new family has moved in next door, and one of the boys,
John, is in Charlie’s class. John stutters, is kind of shy, and
doesn’t make friends easily.

Charlie’s mom has asked Charlie to walk to school with
John and to include John in some activities. Charlie says he
will walk with John, but as soon as he is out of his mother’s
sight, he runs ahead, telling John that he has to meet some-
one.

“After all,” Charlie reasons, “I don’t want to be seen with a
kid like John.”

What do you think?
1. Was it OK for Charlie to run off and leave John

alone? “After all,” Charlie reasoned further, “John can
find his own friends, and Mom doesn’t have to know.
Besides, John talks too slowly.”

2. Should Charlie have made an excuse to his mom, like
telling her he didn’t have time to walk with John
because he had to meet his teacher in the morning?

3. Should Charlie have tried to get to know John? John
might turn out to be a good friend.

Which of the commandments did Charlie definitely mess
up? (The answer is on Page 12.)
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Tricky Temptation #3

Eight-year-old Barbara is ashamed of her house and the
noise of her brothers and sisters laughing and carrying on.
Besides, she has to share her room with her 5-year-old
sister.That makes her angry.

Why can’t they have a bigger house, less noisy and less
crowded, like some of her classmates? Her friends Doris
and Jean have their own computers in their rooms, and
Doris has a TV set there, too. Jean has a computer and a
four-poster bed.

“All I have are younger kids around,” Barbara says to her-
self. She wants a bedroom like her two friends have, and
she makes sure her parents and sister know how much
she resents being deprived of these things.

Sometimes she thinks she has hurt her parents’ feelings,
but she reasons that she deserves what her friends have.

What do you think?
1. Should Barbara continue to demand her “rights”?
2. How do you think Barbara’s parents and

younger sister feel?
3. If Barbara really needs, or wants, a computer,

how can she go about getting one?

Which of the commandments has Barbara messed up?
(The answer is on Page 12.)


