
Shepherd One, the pontiff’s plane, arrives at
Andrews Air Force Base. Greetings by President
George Bush and first lady Laura Bush in the
presence of the following dignitaries:
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Cardinal Francis George, archbishop
of Chicago and president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops

Pope Benedict is only
the second pontiff to
visit the White House.
Pope John Paul II was
the first when he 
visited President
Jimmy Carter in 1979.

10:30 a.m.-noon: Pope
Benedict XVI meets with
President George W. Bush and 
first lady Laura Bush at the White
House, including a welcoming for
the pontiff on the South Lawn of
the White House. Later, the pope
and the president have a private
meeting in the Oval Office.

10 a.m. Pope 
celebrates Mass at
Nationals Park in
Washington, D.C.,
the first non-base-
ball event in the
new ballpark.
Opera singers
Placido Domingo
and Denyce
Graves (at left)
sing at the Mass. 

5 p.m. The pontiff
addresses Catholic
educators at The
Catholic University of
America, including 
200 presidents of
Catholic universities
and colleges in the
United States, 195
directors or superinten-
dents responsible for
Catholic primary and
secondary education in
each of the country’s
archdioceses or dioce-
ses, board of trustees
of CUA and selected
administrators and rep-
resentatives of CUA
who will greet Pope
Benedict XVI.

The Catholic University of America is the only papally chartered
university in the United States and the only institution of higher learn-
ing sponsored by the nation’s bishops. Pope John Paul II came to
CUA on Oct. 7, 1979, a year after he had become pontiff.

6:30 p.m. Representatives of other religions, including Judaism, Islam, Jainism, Buddhism
and Hinduism, hear Pope Benedict speak on the theme “Peace Our Hope” at the Pope John
Paul II Cultural Institute. Five young people from the religions listed above present the pontiff
with symbols of peace — a silver menorah, a poetic verse from the Koran, a cube inscribed
with Jainist texts, a metal ball used in Buddhist meditation and a brass sculpture of 
the sacred syllable Om — and the gathering ends with the “Peace Prayer,” attributed to 
St. Francis of Assisi.

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, 
vice president of the USCCB

Msgr. David J. Malloy, STD, 
general secretary of the USCCB

Archbishop Pietro Sambi, 
apostolic nuncio for the United States

Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl, 
archbishop of Washington, D.C.

Bishop Francisco Gonzalez, S,F,,
auxiliary bishop of Washington, D.C.

Bishop Martin D. Holley, 
auxiliary bishop of Washington, D.C.

Bishop Leonard J. Olivier, S.V.D.,
auxiliary bishop of Washington, D.C.

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio,
archbishop of the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, USA

The National Shrine — the largest Catholic church
in the United States — is the nation’s pre-eminent
Marian shrine, with 70 chapels dedicated to the Mother
of God under her various titles, including Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Our Lady of LaVang, Our Lady of Altotting
and Our Lady of Czestochowa. 

Pope Pius X approved
plans for a national shrine
in the United States in
1913. The Crypt Church
was completed in 1926,
but the Great Upper
Church was not dedicated
until 1959. 

In 1990, Pope John Paul II, who
was the first pontiff to visit there in
1979, elevated the shrine to the 
status of a minor basilica. 

5-7 p.m. The
pope prays
vespers with,
and then
addresses, the
U.S. bishops
and other dig-
nitaries at the
Basilica of the
National Shrine
of the
Immaculate
Conception. 

8:30 a.m.
Pope Benedict
travels from
Washington to
New York. Upon
his arrival at
John F. Kennedy
International
Airport, 
Cardinal Edward
M. Egan, 
archbishop of
New York, and
Bishop Nicholas
A. DiMarzio,
bishop of
Brooklyn, wel-
come him along
with the follow-
ing dignitaries:

Archbishop Celestino Migliore,
Holy See’s permanent observer to
the United Nations

Bishop William F. Murphy,
bishop of Rockville Centre, N.Y.

Bishop Gregory John Mansour,
eparch of Saint Maron of Brooklyn
for Maronites

9 a.m. Pope Benedict XVI celebrates Mass for clergy and
Religious at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, mother church for the
Archdiocese of New York. Participating in the Mass will be
3,000 deacons, priests and Religious from throughout
the United States. Each diocese in the United States will
be represented.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral had its dedication in May
1879. At the time, newspapers called it “the noblest
temple ever raised in any land to the memory of St.
Patrick, and as the glory of Catholic America.” It is
the largest Gothic-style cathedral in the United States.

4:30 p.m. Pontiff blesses young people
with disabilities at St. Joseph Seminary in
the Dunwoodie section of Yonkers, N.Y. 

5 p.m. Pope Benedict takes part in a rally
with 25,000 young Catholics, including
5,000 seminarians in
attendance at St.
Joseph Seminary. For
his birthday presents,
the pope receives the
book “Empire State
Catholics: A History of
the Catholic Community
in New York State”; and
images of six individu-
als who were born in or served in New York
and have been declared saints, blessed or
venerable by the Catholic Church: St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini, St. John Neumann, Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha, Venerable Pierre Toussaint and
Padre Felix Varela.

Before the rally, pop singer Kelly
Clarkson will entertain the youths,
upon the pope’s arrival, she performs
“Ave Maria.”

St. Joseph Seminary, which opened
in 1896, serves men in formation for
the priesthood and also offers pro-
grams for men studying to be perma-
nent deacons and offer’s a master’s
degree in religious studies. Pope John
Paul II also visited the seminary during
his 1995 trip to the United States.
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Bishop Manuel Batakian, eparch
of Our Lady of Nareg in New York
for Armenian Catholics

Bishop Thomas V. Daily, bishop
emeritus of Brooklyn, N.Y.

State and local government representatives

10:45 a.m. Pontiff
delivers address at
the United Nations. He
is the third pope to do
so. Pope Paul VI was
the first during his
whirlwind, one-day
tour of New York City
in 1965. Pope John
Paul II addressed the
general assembly
twice — once in 1979
and again in 1995.

9:30 a.m. Pope
Benedict XVI lights a 
candle and prays at
Ground Zero, site of
the Sept. 11, 2001,
attack on the World
Trade Center. He offers
a blessing for the rep-
resentatives of the Port
Authority, New York fire
and police workers,
those who survived the
attacks and family
members who lost
loved ones in the
attack.

2:30 p.m. Pontiff celebrates Mass with a crowd of
57,000 at Yankee Stadium in the Bronx. During the
Mass, he will honor the 200th anniversary of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore’s designation as an arch-
diocese (the nation’s first), as well as the founding of
four other archdioceses: New York, Boston,
Philadelphia and Bardstown (now Louisville).

At a concert before the Mass, guitarist Jose
Feliciano will play several numbers and Harry
Connick Jr. will perform music he composed
specifically for the event. During the Mass, oper-
atic tenor Marcello Giordano will sing “Panis
Angelicus” by Cesar Franck. 

Yankee Stadium has hosted two other
popes, Pope Paul VI in 1965 and Pope John
Paul II in 1979. This will be the last large-scale
Catholic event at the 85-year-old ballpark, which
is being replaced by a $1.3 billion new stadium
that’s scheduled to open in 2009.

8:30 p.m. Pope Benedict departs from John F.
Kennedy International Airport via Shepherd One.
Among the 3,250 people present for his sendoff
include Cardinal Edward M. Egan of New York, Bishop
William F. Murphy of Rockville Centre, N.Y., Bishop
Pietro Sambi, apostolic nuncio to the United States,
and representatives of President George W. Bush.

Afterward, the pope 
goes to residence of
Holy See’s permanent
observer to the United
Nations, Archbishop
Celestino Migliore.

Between his U.N.
address and the ecu-
menical prayer service,
Pope Benedict makes a
brief visit to the Park
East Synagogue,
which is near the resi-
dence of the Holy See’s
Observer to the United
Nations.

6 p.m. Pope Benedict presides 
over an ecumenical prayer service at
St. Joseph Parish in Yorkville, N.Y., with
250 Protestant and Orthodox leaders
and 50 Catholics involved in ecumeni-
cal efforts.

St. Joseph Parish was founded in
1873 to meet the needs of
German immigrants. 

POPE BENEDICT’S U.S. VISIT SCHEDULE
Here is a detailed look at how the pope is spending his time

in Washington, D.C., and New York. For extensive coverage,
including daily blog entries by Publisher Greg Erlandson and
Editor John Norton, visit www.osv.com/papalvisit.




