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hen celebrating Labor Day, we
might consider both our work
in the secular world and our

work on behalf of building up the
Kingdom. Ideally, the two are integrated.

A humble carpenter, Jesus also was —
and is — the light of all nations. The Latin
for this phrase is “Lumen Gentium,”
which is the universal Church’s name for
a key Second Vatican Council document,
also known as the Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church.

Lumen Gentium teaches: “All the laity,
then, have the exalted duty of working for
the ever greater spread of the divine plan
of salvation to all men, of every epoch and
all over the earth. . . . Therefore may the
way be clear for them to share diligently in
the salvific work of the Church according
to their ability and the needs of the time.”
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wo certain men worked alongside each other at a factory. They each
worked long hours at a tedious job. Each had a wife and two chil-
dren. They both lived near the factory in modest homes with no
pets, no matter how persistently the kids begged for a cat or a dog.

On the surface, these two men seemed to live similar lives.
However, there was one major difference. The first man came home every

evening with a harrumph and a slam of the front door. He plopped in front of
the television, waiting for dinner. He wouldn’t speak to his wife or children
until he was finished eating. His wife would clear the dishes and ask, “How
was your day, honey?” The man would let out a long sigh and say, “Didn’t do
anything that will amount to much.”

The second man came home every evening a little late, having stopped first
to buy a small treat for his wife and two kids. When they heard him drive up to
the house, they would all run to the front door to greet him. They exchanged
hugs and smiles and news. The four of them would sit down together, say

grace and eat dinner. His wife would always ask, “How
was your day, honey?” The man would smile and
answer, “Feels good to be of service.”

One day, the boss approached the two men just
after lunch and, as he got closer, signaled

that he wanted to speak with the second
man in private. The second man left
his post and joined his boss. His boss
looked at him proudly and said, “I’d
like to promote you to a managerial

position because I like your
attitude.”

That evening, instead of
stopping at a store, the
second man stopped at a

local animal shelter.
When he came home to
his family with a sweet
little puppy, it was hard
to say who was most

excited: the dog, the
children or their dad.

C E L E B R A T E

8 Birth of Blessed Virgin Mary
13 St. John Chrysostom
14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross
21 St. Matthew
29 Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael
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“We cannot better
secure our happiness

than by living and dying
in the service of the poor.”

— St.Vincent de Paul

Feast day Sept. 27

Banana Stock
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in the service of the poor.”

— St.Vincent de Paul

Feast day Sept. 27

FAITH Fact 
Toil for salvation

NEW Parables
Gratitude for work works wonders
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“This human activity of cultivating and caring has a generic name: work. It is not a
punishment for or a consequence of sin.”

— Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response
U.S. Catholic bishops’ stewardship pastoral

very career, every job presents us with opportunities to serve as God’s representatives.
But when we speak of vocation, generally we’re talking about a life role larger than
our jobs. Our vocation is the way we serve God as disciples in the world. Married cou-

ples have a vocation as one another’s spouse. Parents have a vocation as a mother or a father.
If our parents are living, we have a vocation as a son or a daughter and maybe as a sister or
brother, aunt or uncle. Perhaps we have a vocation as an artist, a musician, a gardener, a cook
or a caretaker of animals — even though those occupations are not our careers.

What do you cultivate in your life? Whom or what do you care for or about? Do
you tend to think of work as punishment? How might you change that attitude?
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TRY This 
Investing in
good faith

The way you
invest — or refuse
to invest — your
assets can influ-
ence corporate

conscience.
Stewardship of finan-

cial resources includes mak-
ing investment decisions
with consideration to both
economic and social-justice
factors.

Try this: Practice Socially

Responsible Investing (SRI)

that promotes peace,

human rights, equality and

the respect for life.The

socially responsible investor

steers clear of companies

producing tobacco products,

for example, or failing to

ensure fair pay and safe

working conditions. SRI

guidelines encourage writ-

ing letters to corporations,

filing shareholder resolu-

tions and voting proxies

consistent with social 

justice, and supporting com-

panies that give back to the

community.

In short, put your money

where your morals are. By

doing so, you can help bring

values to the marketplace

and promote corporate

change — and that’s a price-

less return on investment.

Thank you for your thought-

ful feedback, readers! We

welcome your responses

and encourage your input. If

you have a stewardship tip

or would like to nominate a

Modern Disciple, contact us

at the addresses at left.

Please include your daytime

contact information.Thank

you for reading and for writ-

ing Grace in Action.

YOURFeedback

Letter from a good steward
MODERN Disciple

SOWING Seeds
Work is not punishment

L.J. e-mailed this heartfelt
message — a wonderful witness
to the challenges and life-
changing aspects of Catholic
stewardship:

Dear Grace in Action,
Thank you for your invita-

tion to mail you with tips to
share on Catholic stewardship!
This is an area that my hus-
band and I have struggled with
as the donation requests
increase.

Years ago, when my husband
was a Seventh-Day Adventist,
he was a biblical tither. As a
cradle Catholic and young
bride, it was hard for me to
watch our cash going out of
the checkbook in such gener-
ous amounts (he is a physi-
cian), but it was nonnegotiable
to him.

I soon came to realize the
blessings of tithing, not the
least of which was contentment
with what we had, and how
much more we had than most
of the world. Simple pleasures

became great abundance, and
our sense of gratitude escalated.

Since we have many affluent
friends, colleagues and neigh-
bors, it sometimes gets a little
humiliating to see how we are
not keeping up with them, but
the sense of contentment and
the words of the Gospels keep
us trying to separate ourselves
even more and more each year
from our creature comforts
and cash.

Though we feel true compas-
sion for all of the afflicted, it
was beginning to be impossible
to give to every request. For
that reason, we sat down and
revisited the Gospels and the
spiritual and corporal works of
mercy, and came up with our
solution.

We sorted each request into
a fitting category — feed the
hungry, comfort the sick, etc.
— and prioritized them as to
how passionate we were about
each category. Then, in
descending order of priority, we
give an increasing percentage

each year to each category,
mostly to local organizations.
In that way, we believe that we
are serving all the afflicted in a
thoughtful way.

With the requests that are
redundant, we send a note,
saying that we have given to a
similar local organization, and
offer prayers for their own
mission. Then we ask to be
removed from their mailing
list. For our most passionate
issues, we try to tithe our dis-
cretionary time in efforts to
promote the right to life and
justice through our parish
activities and events spon-
sored by local organizations.
We hope to increase our abil-
ity to serve with our hands
and feet over time, as we con-
tinually try to simplify our
home life.

By the way, my dear hus-
band came into full commun-
ion with the Church at the
Easter Vigil in 2004.
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